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Welcome to the inaugural newsletter of the Society for Learning in 
Retirement. We hope this will be a way to keep our members 
informed about and connected to SLR even if they are unable to 
participate on a regular basis. We will be distributing the 
newsletter by e-mail every two months, so check your e-mail to find 
out what’s coming up and what’s been happening at SLR. 
 

 

Save the date 

 
Wednesday, November 25, from 
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. the Winter 2016 
Program Preview and Registration will 
be held at Siloam United Church, 1240 
Fanshawe Park Road East. Come and 
join us as moderators/facilitators 
present a lively preview of courses 
available for the winter term. 
 

Our Annual Festive Banquet will be held 
on Thursday, December 3, 12:00 
p.m., at the Highland Golf and Country 
Club, 279 Commissioners Road East. 
Enjoy good food, good company and 
good fun. 
 
For details check out our website at 

http://www.slrlondon.ca 
 

What’s New 

 
A/V Equipment Update  
The Audio/Visual cart has undergone 

major changes during the summer. New 

microphones will be easier to use, sound  

reproduction has been improved, and 

 

 
the system has been made more user- 
friendly.  Many thanks to James Baker 
and Peter Andreae for their time and 
skills. To ensure trouble-free operation, 
our only request is that no one make any 
changes to the connections on the 
equipment.  – Jeff Keenor 
 

SLR Policies and Code of Conduct have 
been updated (2015) and are available 
on our website 
http://www.slrlondon.ca 
 

Fall Activities at SLR 

 
 

September was a very busy month for 
SLR. Members were busy with Fall 
Registration and Information Sessions, 
training for Moderators, and the New 
Members’ Workshop. 
 
Our annual Meet & Greet Lunch was 
held at Grosvenor Lodge, September 16. 
A wonderful buffet lunch catered by Youth 

Opportunities Unlimited (YOU) was 

enjoyed by all. 
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Study and Activity groups began the 
week of September 21. More than 95% of 
the course openings are filled.     
 
In October Diana Lloyd, Chair of the 

Social Events Committee, arranged two 

wonderful events for members. 

 
A bus tour of the Epic Wine Country 
of the north shore of Lake Erie took 
place on Friday, October 23. This was an 
opportunity for people in the Beer, Wine 
and Spirits study group to participate in 
a tour of three award-winning wineries. 
The trip was open to members of SLR 
who wanted "to uncork their sense of 
adventure on an amazing trip through the 
fertile farming land of the Lake Erie 
North."Diana Lloyd 

 

 
 

On Thursday, October 29, historian and 

guide extraordinaire Marvin Simner led 

us through ‘The Hidden World of 

Springbank Park’ as he told the story 

of London’s historic pump house.   

 

 

 

Member Profile 

 

Doug Bell is the 

President of SLR 

for 2015-16. Doug 

has quickly become 

involved in all 

aspects of SLR. 

We would describe Doug as energetic, 

gregarious and committed to the 

mission of SLR. 
 

The Grapevine 

If you have any pictures, news, 

information or notices of events to 

contribute and share with others in our 

newsletter, please e-mail me at 

margaret.cowan@rogers.com 
 

Community Information 

 

Need to have work done in your home? 
No job is too big or too small for 
members of Over 55 London, who are 
dedicated to keeping seniors in their 
homes. For more information please call 
519-438-1111 or visit the website at 
www.over55london.ca 
 

In Memoriam 

We are saddened to learn that Dr. Elias 
Gammal passed away July 20. He was a 
long-time member of SLR who, together 
with his wife, Ellen, contributed much to 
our study groups.  
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Spring and Summer: Looking Back 
 

It seemed like we had just finished our 
winter courses when SLR Spring Study 
and Activity Groups began. All courses 
were well attended and it looks like we 
will be adding more courses to the list 
for Spring of 2016. 
 

SLR was invited to 
present an information 
session at the Creative 
Aging Festival on June 

4 at the Byron Branch Library. The SLR 
singers were present in fine voice to 
provide entertainment.                                            
 
 
The annual SLR Craft ‘n Chat 

Strawberry Social was held 
on June 15 with delicious 
strawberry desserts. A buffet 
lunch catered by Youth 
Opportunities Unlimited 
(YOU) was enjoyed by all. 

 
 
The Theatre Trip to Grand Bend to see 
‘Chicago’ took place on Thursday, July 9. 
I think the attendees are still singing  
and dancing. 

SLR's First Annual Garden Party 
was held on Wednesday, August 5, on 
the beautiful grounds of Grosvenor 
Lodge. It was a lovely evening, with 
music provided by the group 
"Scallywag."The evening’s festivities 
included a special tribute to Brenda 
Jackson, who is not only a long time 
supporter of SLR, but also of the 
Toronto Blue Jays. 

 

Here’s Brenda, with her favourite Blue 
Jays player ‘Jose Bautista’ aka Doug 
Bell. 

The Scallywag 

 

 

 

 

We drank lots of lemonade. 

Thanks to Peggy Matser for the pictures 

Anyone who stops learning is old, 
whether at 20 or 80. Anyone who 
keeps learning stays young. The 
greatest thing in life is to keep 
your mind young.     Henry Ford                                         
                                                                                


