
 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

FALL 2017 

 
With summer almost over we are only a few weeks away from the start of our Fall 
courses. I look forward to renewing acquaintance with returning members, and meeting 
new members. 
 
We do not have to look back very far to the time when our only learning opportunities 
were Study Groups. Since that time, we have added Activity, Discussion and Interest 
Groups, providing opportunities of different learning experiences, as well as a variety of 
Social activities. We have over 300 members and SLR is a dynamic and vibrant 
community.  
 
Our Fall Open House is on September 7th at Grosvenor Lodge and provides another 
opportunity to explore the wide variety of courses and activities available. I look forward 
to meeting many of you there. 
 
For those of you who have not registered for a Study Group I urge you to consider doing 
so. Like many others, I have frequently registered for a course, the subject of which I 
knew little about. The act of researching and preparing a presentation is an exciting 
learning experience in itself, and overcoming the reluctance to speak to the group is in 
itself a personal achievement and an opportunity for personal growth. 
 
GL IMPROVEMENTS 
We are working closely with Heritage London Foundation (HLF) to make changes to 
Grosvenor Lodge that will benefit our members. Currently there are Heritage Alteration 
Permit applications before the City for these changes. (The City owns the property and 
Heritage London Foundation administers Grosvenor Lodge and the Elsie Perrin 
Williams Estate on their behalf.) 
 

1. The Drake Room 

The Drake Room has been completely repainted and the ceiling repaired in the last 

month.  One of the above-mentioned permits is for the proposed removal of the post 

which inhibits sight lines. The post appears to be a load bearing column and will require 

an engineering study and quite possibly major construction which will have to done 

outside of our future meeting schedule. This is a major, potentially expensive, project 

and will take some time to accomplish. 

 

2. The Coach House 

We have successfully moved our administration office from upstairs of the main 
Grosvenor Lodge building to the ground floor of the Coach House. The Coach 



House also has given us space for meeting and smaller Activities groups. The 
second permit application is to remove the two walls of an unneeded storage 
room to increase the usable space to a size that will comfortably accommodate 
larger groups.  
 

Heritage London Foundation has a new management team, chaired by Brenda 

McQuaid, and we are working well together to make improvements for our mutual 

benefit. 

ROAD WIDENING UPDATE 
As a prelude to widening Western Road to four lanes between Oxford and Platts 
Lane/Western Road intersection, a temporary railway bridge is being built alongside the 
existing railway bridge at Oxford Street. This will allow the widening of the existing 
railway bridge to four lanes. Both lanes are open and there are no significant delays 
other than the normal traffic flows at peak times. There will probably be no road 
construction until the spring. 
 
As construction progresses we will update you on traffic conditions and provide 
guidance as to the best routes for minimal delay to reach Grosvenor Lodge.  In the 
meantime, you may want to give yourself a few extra minutes to get to class if you are 
traveling Wharncliffe from the south. 
 
VOLUNTEERS  
Research has shown that volunteer activities are a considerable benefit to the health of 
the brain, providing opportunities for social interaction and learning new skills. SLR has 
no paid staff; everything is done by volunteers, frequently behind the scenes. Many, 
many thanks to our volunteers, too numerous to mention individually. 
 
Like all organizations, we thrive with new “blood”.  Currently a few of our committees 
would welcome new members.  If you are interested, please contact me or any one of 
the Board of Directors for possibilities.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jeff Keenor, President 
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